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Outline

• Current drivers for environmental change and 
their impacts on nature and landscape –
environmental challenges

• Current landscape management instruments –
management challenges

• Conclusion and outlook – some stimulus for our 
symposium discussion
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Important drivers for landscape change
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Demographic Development in Germany:
Demographic Trends up to 2020

Population change between 
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Demographic Development in Germany:
Older Population Development Trend

Increase in population over 75 years old 
between 2002 and 2020
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Demographic change in GB

• Over the period 2003-2028 the population is projected to increase by 11 
percent. 

• The population of Rural-80 areas is projected to increase by 18.4 percent 
and is the highest rate of population increase of any district type. Rural-50 
areas have the second highest projected population increase at 15 percent

• Trends in population ageing and decentralisation over the period 1991-
2001 are projected to continue often at higher rates over the period 2003-
2028. 

• Higher relative rates of ageing are projected to occur in more rural 
districts and are highest in Rural-80 areas. 

Rural- 80: districts with at least 80 percent of their population in rural settlements 
(including urban areas with between 10,000 and 30,000 population which are of rural 
functional importance) 

(Source: RERC, 2005; 
http://www.rerc.ac.uk/findings/documents_demography/D9RuralEng_Ch_Projns1991_2028.pdf)
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Current transformation processes
with relevance for nature and landscape
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Intensive land use
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Intensive agricultural use 
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(Defra 2011)
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Renewable Engergy
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Development of Renewable Engergy in 
Germany

(Source: BMU 2008)
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Renewable Energy in Germany 2009
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Development areas in Germany

Daily Increase in residential/built up areas and traffic areasDaily Increase in residential/built up areas and traffic areas

Source: BfN, Daten zur Natur (2008), based on UBA (1992), Dosch (2002), Statistisches 
Bundesamt (2006, 2007) (changed)
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Current transformation processes
with relevance for nature and landscape
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Which parts of the natural environment 
matter most to you? 

(Source: Online survey GB,  Defra 2011)
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Current landscape management instruments 
– management challenges
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Landscape Management instruments

• European regulatory instruments WFD, Natura 2000

• Financial incentives/ subsidies – e.g. agri-
environmental schemes, environmental impact regulation 
(Eingriffsreglung) including a kind of mitigation 
banking

• New kind of informal planning/ management tools –
e.g. Ecosystem (service) approach, European 
Landscape Convention 
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(Source: COM 2009)

Financial support (planned) of the European Union for 
Rural Development Programmes (2007-2013)

Total public 
expenditure for 
agri-
environmental 
payments in €
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New kind of planning instruments –
communication tools  

Ecosystem (service) approach
“Ecosystem services are benefits people obtain 
from ecosystems” (MEA 2005)

“Understanding the value of all these 
services, and the way that they depend 
on each other makes it possible to look 
for new solutions to problems, or to 
manage or environment in ways that 
enhance ist value to society, whilst 
respecting its innate value” 
(Defra 2010; An invitation to shape the 
Nature of England). 
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priority habitats GB, 2008
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• Conclusion and outlook – some stimulus 
for our symposium discussion
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• „In short a lot will need to be done in order to facilitate a 
shift to a ‘Big Society’ where the citizens participate: a 
culture of volunteering needs to be promoted, time 
needs to be made available, opportunities for citizens to 
get involved need to be ‘out in the open’, and community 
structures/NGOs need to be supported to coordinate 
these efforts (people’s time is valuable and they don’t 
want to have it wasted, or feel like their contribution was 
invaluable. Good coordination of these projects is 
essential)“ (response to the online survey „Help shape 
the nature of England“; Defra 2011: 48)




